The Sciences of the Democracies

The field of democracy studies is more constricted than it needs
to be, as researchers, for all their insights, continue to study only

n‘e fragments of democracy in isolation from each other. Seeking

change, The Sciences of the Democracies proposes a

u
&Iences groundbreaking means for holistic study, drawing on five sources

of knowledge that will provide better understanding of

Of 'U“e democracy, or rather, of ‘the democracies’. These are: individual

people, groups of people, non-textual media, texts, and
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This book details how the inclusion of these five sources across
temporal, spatial, cultural, linguistic, and species contexts leads
to the discovery of democratic practices and institutions hitherto
unknown or unfamiliar to the conventional ‘Western’ perception.
It promises to generate a new class of democratic theorist — the
‘Fourth Theorist’, who theorizes from thousands of multimedial
democracy concepts — and it has the potential for generating

Jean-Pa_UI G_agnon better-founded, less arbitrary, more inclusive democratic
and Benjamln Abrams et al. theories. In doing so, the book considers the philosophical,

institutional, educational, and methodological difficulties of the
scientific understandings and undertakings it proposes. The book
is a choral work of many collaborating authors. Their ambition is
to offer a touchstone text for government and public officials,
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philanthropists (big and small) participating in what is a vibrant

Open Access PDF global discussion on how to study and practice democracy
Available free from equitably.
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‘A timely and ambitious project aimed at forming and
consolidating a new generation of democracy scholars.’
Mark E. Warren, University of British Columbia

‘A wonderful exploration of how we study democracy... timely,
and inspiring reflection on democracy’s past, present, and
future.’

Simone Chambers, University of California, Irvine

‘A genuinely original collaborative project of democratic learning
and action... It should be of interest to anyone who has ever
wondered what democracy is, has been and might be.’
Annabelle Lever, Sciences-Po

‘This is a wonderfully ambitious book, whose great merit lies in
its bold choice to view democracy as a phenomenon of
continuous variation.’

Frank Hendriks, Tilburg University
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