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Abstract:

In recent years, the drive to criminalize environmental offences has gained remarkable
momentum. The movement to sanction “ecocide”—the large-scale, long-term destruc-
tion of ecosystems—, often championed by Indigenous communities, civil society organ-
izations, the Small Island States, and pioneering legal scholars, seeks to redefine ac-
countability for environmental harm. While attempts to secure international recognition
of ecocide as a crime on par with genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity re-
main contested, these efforts have already begun to reshape domestic and regional legal
landscapes.

Individual countries and blocs have responded with varying degrees of enthusiasm and
resistance, forging distinct paths toward or away from codifying ecocide in their criminal
justice systems. Some have long had national laws for ecocide-style crimes (e.g. Vi-
etnam, Ukraine, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Ecuador) and have repeatedly demanded the
amendment of the Rome Statute (e.g. the Maldives, Vanuatu, Bangladesh, and Samoa).
Others are in—or have only recently completed—the process of codifying ecocide in their
national law and voice support to internationalize the crime (e.g. Belgium, Brazil, France,
Italy, Mexico). The European Union’s recent endeavors to revise its “Directive on the pro-
tection of the environment through criminal law” highlight the complexity of this process,
but also signal a willingness—albeit cautious and contested—to tighten the legal screws
on environmental offenders.

This panel aims to broaden the conversation by assembling a comparative set of case
studies that examine how various countries, regions, and international organizations con-
ceptualize, debate, and implement the criminalization of ecocide and, more broadly, the
criminal liability for environmental destruction. The goal is to gain unique insight into how
environmental norms are debated, challenged, and redefined. In doing so, the panel
wants to illuminate the broader dynamic at work worldwide: as international norms en-
counter contestation, they are either curtailed or gradually reshaped, thereby influencing
the evolution of environmental law.

We seek to focus on the politics of environmental justice by analyzing how various juris-
dictions—within and beyond the Global North—are grappling with the political challenge
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of turning a contested concept into codified law. We invite contributions that investigate
how norms surrounding ecocide emerge, falter, gain traction, or spark counter-move-
ments at the national, regional or international levels. Papers might consider the following
themes and questions:

e Norm Contestations: How do international, national, and local actors—international
organizations, coalitions of states, governments, NGOs, Indigenous leaders, business
interests, and the legal community—engage in discourse over what constitutes eco-
cide and how it should be punished? What forms of resistance or reinterpretation
emerge, and which definitions and conceptions of environmental justice gain legiti-
macy?

¢ Political and Legal Processes: How do domestic legislative processes, judicial deci-
sions, socio-economic conditions, and cultural legacies shape the recognition or re-
jection of ecocide as a criminal offence? Are there innovative political strategies, policy
instruments, legal tools, or precedents that facilitate orimpede such recognition?

¢ Global-LocalInteractions: In what ways are domestic ecocide debates influenced by
international advocacy, treaty negotiations, or transnational networks of environmen-
tal lawyers and activists? Conversely, how do local or regional experiences feedback
into global discourse, contesting international norms and potentially informing future
international norms?

We welcome a broad range of methodological and disciplinary approaches primarily from
environmental politics and closely related fields—including international relations, pub-
lic policy, political theory, comparative politics, and political geography. Empirical case
studies, comparative analyses, discourse analyses, theoretical interventions, and policy-
oriented research are all encouraged.

We invite paper contributions to our planned panel at the ECPR General Conference
2025 in Thessaloniki. Please submit an abstract of up to 350 words, along with the
title of your paper and 3-8 keywords, as well as your fullname, ECPR-registered email
address and affiliation, to philipp.gieg@uni-wuerzburg.de by December 31, 2024.
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