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Post-elections, in a different world… EU/Germany and Russia:  
Returning to better times? 

Part 1: Focus on EU and Germany 
 

EUROPEAN SUMMER ACADEMY 2018 
Joint German-Russian-Belgian Seminar 

 
01/06/2018 

Venue EUROPÄISCHE AKADEMIE OTZENHAUSEN gGmbH (EAO) 
Europahausstraße 35, 66620 Nonnweiler/Germany 
Tel.: +49 (0) 6873/662-488, Fax: +49 (0) 6873/662-350 

Start 23 July 2018 

End 02 August 2018 

Organisers/Partners Europäische Akademie Otzenhausen (EAO) 
ASKO EUROPA-STIFTUNG (AES) 
Centre international de formation européenne (cife) 
Centre for German and European Studies (ZDES) Universität 
Bielefeld | Staatliche Universität St. Petersburg 
Universität Koblenz-Landau 
Julius-Maximilians-Universität Würzburg 
Universiteit Gent 

Participants Young people from Germany, Belgium and Russia 

Responsibility Dipl. Jur. Sebastian Zeitzmann LL.M., EAO 
Dr. Michael Meimeth, cife 

Coordination Dipl. Jur. Sebastian Zeitzmann LL.M., EAO 

Assistant Jonathan Utsch, University of Bielefeld 

Language English 

 
With the kind support of  

    

Die Veranstaltung wird mit Unterstützung des Presse- und Informationsamtes der Bundesregierung 
im Rahmen der Öffentlichkeitsarbeit der Bundesregierung durchgeführt. 
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DRAFT PROGRAMME 
 

 

Monday, 23.07.2018 

 

Seminar room: tba. 

17:30 Russian and Gent participants (upon request, this transfer is available for other 
participants as well): 
Transfer from Trier Central Station to Otzenhausen 

Until 18:30 Arrival of participants and check-in 
Please make sure you leave Bielefeld, Würzburg, Landau accordingly and take 
into account possible train delays! 

18:45 - 19:45 Welcome, Introduction to the programme, Campus tour 
Dipl. Jur. Sebastian Zeitzmann LL.M., EAO / Irina Rychkova, St. Petersburg 

State University / Jonathan Utsch, EAO 

20:00 Welcome barbecue 

21:15 - 23:00 Getting to know each other 

Dipl. Jur. Sebastian Zeitzmann LL.M., EAO / Irina Rychkova, St. Petersburg 
State University / Jonathan Utsch, EAO 

Tuesday, 24.07.2018 

 

Seminar room: tba. 

from 08:00  Breakfast 

09:00 - 13:00 

 
coffee break at 10:45 

Presentation and workshop: Intercultural Communikation Germany-

Belgium-Russia 
Christian Kiefer or Sophia Rickert, EAO 

13:15 Lunch 

14:30 - 18:30 

 
coffee break at 16:30 

Workshop: Our Country (basic information on history, economy, 

politics, society, culture), our City, our University 
Presentations by the participants from Bielefeld, Würzburg, Landau, Gent, St. 

Petersburg 

19:30 Dinner 

21:00 German evening: The hosts informally present their country! 

Wednesday, 25.07.2018 

 

EXCURSION MEMORIAL SITE KZ HINZERT, SCHENGEN, LUXEMBURG, 

LONGUICH 

from 07:30 Breakfast 

packed lunches available 
08:30 Transfer to Hinzert 

09:00 - 13:00  Visit of the former Concentration Camp Hinzert site with presentation 

and tour - Visit of the mass graves - Discussion and workshops 

13:00 Transfer to Schengen 

14:30 - 15:45 Visit of the European Museum Schengen 

15:45 Transfer to Luxembourg City 

16:30 - 18:30 Free time in Luxembourg City 

18:30 Transfer to Longuich 

19:30 - 22:00 The Mosel Area - An Introduction to its History and its Wine Making 

Dinner and wine tasting 

Weingut Schloeder-Thielen, Longuich 

22:00 Transfer to Otzenhausen 

22:30 Arrival in Otzenhausen 

Thursday, 26.07.2018 

 

Seminar room: tba. 

from 08:00 Breakfast 

09:00 - 12:15 

 
coffee break at 10:30 

Presentation and Discussion: Why do we need „Europe“? An 

Introduction to the History of European Integration and its current 
Challenges 

Dr. Elisabeth Schmitt, EAO 

12:30 Lunch 

14:00 Welcome address by Klaus-Peter Beck, President of the ASKO-

EUROPA STIFTUNG 

14:15 - 17:45 
 

coffee break at 15:45 

Presentation and workshop: Populism and Nationalism - a Joint 
Problem for EU and Russia? 

Julia Renner M.A., University of Koblenz-Landau 



 3 
19:00 Dinner 

20:00 Belgian evening: The Belgian guests informally present their country! 

Friday, 27.07.2018 

 

EXCURSION STRASBOURG 

please bring ID/passport! 
dress code: business casual 

from 06:00 Breakfast 

07:00 Departure to Strasbourg 

10:00 - 12:00 Visit to the Council of Europe -  
What is the Council of Europe and how does it work? Does Russia 

infringe its values? How may the Council of Europe react? 

CoE speaker tba. 

Afterwards Free time and individual lunch in Central Strasbourg 

15:00 - 17:00 Visit to the European Ombudsman 

Afterwards Transfer to Strasbourg Etoile 

17:30 - 21:15 Free time and individual dinner in Central Strasbourg 

21:15 Departure to Otzenhausen 

23:30 Arrival in Otzenhausen 

Saturday, 28.07.2018 
 

Seminar room: tba. 

from 09:00 Breakfast 

10:00 - 13:00  
 

coffee break at 11:30 

Presentation: Are you afraid of the „Brusselo“? - EU Institutions and 
Their Work 

Dipl.-Jur. Sebastian Zeitzmann, LL.M., EAO 

13:15 Mittagessen 

14:30 - 19:00 
 

working coffee break at 
16:15 

Simulation: Understanding EU and Member States‘ Roles: How and by 
whom are Laws being made in the EU? 

Dipl.-Jur. Sebastian Zeitzmann, LL.M., EAO 

19:30 Dinner 

21:00 Russian evening: The Russian guests informally present their country! 

Sunday, 29.07.2018 
 

Seminar room: tba. 

from 09:00 Breakfast 

10:00 - 13:15 
 

coffee break at 11:30 

Introduction and Workshop: Stereotypes and Prejudices Russia - 
Belgium - Germany. What’s true, what are „alternative facts“? 

Moderation: Dipl. Jur. Sebastian Zeitzmann LL.M., EAO; Irina Rychkova, State 
University St. Petersburg; Ben Dhooge, Universiteit Gent 

13:30 Lunch 

15:00 - 18:30 
 

coffee break at 16:30 

Presentation and discussion: Germany in Europe - Is Germany the 
EU-Super Power? 

Johannes Greubel, M.A., University of Würzburg 

18:45 Dinner 

20:00 - 23:30 Night hike to Celtic Circular Wall 
Please bring hiking shoes or similar! 

Monday, 30.07.2018 

 

Seminar room: tba. 

from 08:30 Breakfast 

09:30 - 13:00 

 
coffee break at 11:00 

Brexit: Where are we and what might happen next? 

Dipl.-Jur. Sebastian Zeitzmann, LL.M., EAO 

13:15 Lunch 

14:30 - 18:00  
 

coffee break at 16:00 

Presentation: EU Common Foreign and Security Policy - New 
Perspectives in a changing World? 

Prof. Dr. Gisela Müller-Bandeck-Bocquet, University of Würzburg  

19:00 Dinner 

20:00 Ninepin bowling night 

Tuesday, 31.07.2018 

 

 

from 08:00 Breakfast 

09:00 - 12:30 

 

Presentation, discussion and workshop: EU/Germany and Russia - 

Distance or Return to Friendship? 
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coffee break at 10:30 Dr. Regina Heller, Institute for Peace Research and Security Policy at the 

University of Hamburg 

12:45 Lunch 

14:00 Transfer to Saarbrücken 

15:00 Free time in Saarbrücken 

17:00 – 20:00  There’s Trump, Erdogan, Brexit… and there’s Putin - What to Expect 

from the next 6 Years? 

Public panel debate in cooperation with Europe Direct at Rathaus St. 
Johann/Saarbrücken 
Podium: 
Prof. Dr. Hans-Henning Schröder, Bremen 

Dr. Regina Heller, Institut für Friedensforschung und Sicherheitspolitik an der 

Universität Hamburg  
One student seminar participant from Russia and Germany each 

Moderation by Dipl. Jur. Sebastian Zeitzmann LL.M., EAO 
Interpretation into English available 

afterwards until 20:45 Reception and informal exchange of opinions 

afterwards until 23:30 Free time incl. individual dinner 

23:30 Transfer to Otzenhausen 

00:15 Arrival in Otzenhausen 

Wednesday, 01.08.2018 

 

Seminar room: tba. 

from 09:00 Breakfast 

10:00 - 13:00 

 
coffee break at 11:30 

Debriefing and discussion on the panel debate 

Dipl. Jur. Sebastian Zeitzmann LL.M., EAO / Irina Rychkova, St. Petersburg 
State University / Jonathan Utsch, EAO 

13:15 Lunch 

14:30 - 18:00 
 

coffee break at 16:00 

Seminar conclusions - Future workshop: Where do we go from here? 
What do we want? What makes sense? Perspectives for future 

Relations between Germany, EU and Russia 

Moderation: Sebastian Zeitzmann, LL.M. 

18:00 - 18:15 Information on the seminar in St. Petersburg, March 2019 

18:15 - 19:00 Seminar evaluation 

19:00 Farewell dinner 

20:00 Award of Certificates and Farewell 

Thursday, 02.08.2015 

 

 

from 08:30  Breakfast  

until 10:00 Check-out 

Departure 

Russian participants will be transferred to Türkismühle train station. For any 
other participant, this transfer is available upon request also 

 

 
The European Academy provides a fitness room, a multi-sport ground, a bar with pool billiards and ninepin 

alleys, and a party/leisure room for evening and free time activities (incl. table tennis, pool billiards and tabletop 
soccer). 


